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Google’s featured snippet is a deceptively simple element of the search engine results
page (SERP). If you land a featured snippet, your brand’s content will shine like it'son a
marquee sign among regular Google results.

There’s much to learn about and so many possibilities with featured snippets. It’s as if the
Statue of Liberty were buried 2000 years from now, and future archaeologists found the
torch, said, “Wow! A giant copper torch buried in the ground! This is amazing!” and then
accidentally uncovered the hand and realized there was so much more.

Chances are, if you’re a human that uses Google to search for answers to your most
pressing questions, you've run into a featured snippet—and no, it’s not a clip from your
favorite pop song featuring ten artists (although an “ordered list” featured snippet might
show the top most featured artists.)
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About 537,000,000 results (0.54 seconds)

More videos on YouTube

e Snoop Dogg — 583.

« Lil Wayne - 430.

Bun B — 280.

2 Chainz - 274.

Busta Rhymes - 254.
« Nate Dogg — 241.

o Jay-Z - 229.

Kendrick Lamar — 206.

More items... * Jun 2,2017

Music Magpie
https://www.musicmagpie.co.uk » Home > 2017 > June»>2 3

Which artist has featured on the most songs? - Music Magpie
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Google introduced these informational panels to SERPs in 2014, so you're probably
already familiar with them, even if you didn’t know them by name.

But even if you have no idea what we're talking about, you’ve come to the right place to
learn what they are and how to rank for them.

What Are Featured Snippets?

A featured snippet is an excerpt of a web page that Google chooses to appear above that
page’s normal search result for a certain query. Its purpose is to give you a quick, exact
answer to the query you entered, which is usually a long-tail keyword.

A long-tail keyword is just a longer, more specific keyword, like “how many grains of sand
are there” (which leads to a baffling featured snippet, by the way).
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Q_ on abeach Q_ in a sandbox Q_ in the ocean Q_ inadesert Q_ on myrtle beach

7.5 sextillion sand

Scientists estimate that Earth contains 7.5 sextillion sand grains. That is
75 followed by 17 zeros. That's a lot of sand. reb 52019
The Oklahoman

https://www.oklahoman.com » lifestyle » 2019/02/05
More stars than grains of sand on Earth? You bet
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When a user clicks on the URL of a featured snippet, Google sends them to the exact
section of the page that includes the excerpt from the snippet. It even highlights it for you.
Try it with the “grains of sand” featured snippet.
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Perhaps you've heard this before: There are more stars in the universe than all the
grains of sand in all the beaches, desserts and sandboxes on Earth.

There are a lot of sand grains on Earth. Sand constitutes a major fraction of the
makeup of Earth.

Scientist: Progress in
identifying Tulsa massacre
victims

Scientists estimate the number by measuring the average size of a sand grains, NEws
then calculating how many sand grains it would take to fill, say, a gallon jug. Using
the latest geological studies, they calculate the total volume of sand on Earth.
Scientists estimate that Earth contains 7.5 sextillion sand grains. That is 75

followed by 17 zeros. That’s a lot of sand.
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Featured snippets usually appear at the very top of the SERP. These puppies are said to be
in “position zero” because they appear above even the number one ranked search result,



assuming there isn’t another SERP feature taking up space, like rich results, which we’ll
talk about later.

You read that right—Google featured snippets appear above the number one ranked
search result. That means the pages ranking for featured snippets get the most exposure,
like a sponsored ad.

The best part? It’s completely free. But ready your baseball glove because there is a catch.

An important note on featured snippets: AlImost 100% of all pages that rank for a
featured snippet already rank on the first page for the keyword query that pulls up the
featured snippet. It’s nearly impossible to rank for a featured snippet otherwise.

But if you plan to rank on the first page of Google’s SERP (as you should) or already do,
keep reading.

The 5 Types of Featured Snippets

Users can encounter five types of featured snippets on Google’s SERP. They vary in
format but all do a pretty good job of giving the user a quick answer to their query.

The types of featured snippets are:

Paragraphs (also called definitions)
Tables

Ordered lists (also called steps)
Unordered lists (also called lists)
Videos (also called featured clips)

AN

We'll share formatting tips to optimize your content for each type of featured snippet
later in this article.

Paragraphs As Featured Snippets
The paragraph featured snippet gives users a direct and succinct definition or description

of the thing the user is searching for. They are the most common type of featured snippet,
representing about 70% of featured snippets.
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Text to order is SMS marketing made into a commerce channel.
Companies sell products through text, with no need for external
links or checkout processes. Buyers simply send a text stating
what they want to buy, and the order is placed through stored
shipping and billing information. oec 1, 2021

Boldist
B

https://boldist.co » marketing-strategy » text-to-order-for.

How to Use Text to Order for Ecommerce - Boldist
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o, Emotiveio
https://emotive.io » blog » text-to-order-is-the-next-bi

Text-To-Order is the Next Big Thing in eCommerce

Text-to-order is conversation-based and customers aren't required to download an app or log in
to an account via desktop to make a purchase which saves them ...

Related questions

How does text to order work? v
What is text to buy? v
What is SMS eCommerce? v

Featured Snippet Example: Boldist ranks for a paragraph snippet with the query, “what is
text to order ecommerce.”

Google typically applies paragraphs to answer “what is” queries, like “what is a featured
snippet.”

Tables As Featured Snippets
If you have an easy-to-read table or chart displaying relevant data on your page, Google

could present it as a table in a featured snippet. Table featured snippets make up about
7% of featured snippets.
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The top 10 Fortune 500 companies

Top 10 Fortune 500 Companies  Top 10 Fortune 500 Companies

2022 2021
1 Walmart Walmart
2 Amazon Amazon
3 Apple Apple
4 CVS Health CVS Health

7 more rows * Feb 8, 2023

ﬂ Bankrate
https://www.bankrate.com » investing » what-are-fortune... %

What Are Fortune 500 Companies? | Bankrate

Featured Snippet Example: Bankrate ranks for a table snippet with the query, “fortune
500 companies.”

Table featured snippets are useful for a quick summary of data that answers a user’s
query. They may also boost your clickthrough rate (CTR) if users want more context for
the data.

Lists As Featured Snippets

Lists help users quickly see a compilation of relevant items pulled from their source
content. Ordered and unordered list snippets make up about 19% of featured snippets.

Ordered Lists As Featured Snippets
The ordered list is a type of featured snippet that presents information in a particular

order as a numbered list. Google matches the order of this information in the featured
snippet with the order in your article.
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Q basic Q_ with Python Q with C++ Q_ with JavaScript Q_ with PHP Q_ with Java

How to Create a Website From Scratch in 10 Steps

1. Hone and Align Relevant Skills. ...
2. Establish a Goal. ...

3. Choose a Hosting Provider. ...

4. Choose a Domain Name. ...

5. Choose a Site Template or Layout. ...

6. Build Relevant Pages. ...

7. Establish a Payment System (If Applicable) ...
8. Test and Fine-Tune Your Site.

More items...

University of California, Berkeley
== https://bootcamp.berkeley.edu » blog » how-to-create-we.

How to Create a Website From Scratch (Step-By-Step ...
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Related questions :

How can | create my own website? v
Can | create website for free? v
How much does it cost to build and run a website? v
How much does it cost to build a website for a business? v

Featured Snippet Example: The University of California, Berkeley, ranks for an ordered
list snippet with the query “how to build a website.”

If it wasn’t obvious, the order of the information in ordered lists matters. Google typically
uses the ordered list for a query whose answer is a set of steps or a list that ranks items.

Unordered Lists As Featured Snippets

A featured snippet with an unordered list appears similar to one as an ordered list, but the
items are in no particular order.
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Search for: What are marketing costs in business?

What are example marketing costs? A
Examples of costs that are classified as marketing expenses are:

¢ Advertising.

* Agency fees.

¢ Customer surveys.

* Development of advertising and other promotions.
¢ Gifts to customers.

¢ Online advertising.

¢ Printed materials and displays.

¢ Social media monitoring and participation.

More items... * Oct 24,2022

1y accountingtools.com

- https://www.accountingtools.com » articles » marketing-e...

Marketing expense definition - AccountingTools

Featured Snippet Example: Accounting Tools ranks for an unordered list with the query
“marketing costs for businesses.”

Google pulls the information from your content and recognizes that it does not contain
steps or ranked items. So, Google presents unordered lists with bullets instead of
numbers.

Videos As Featured Snippets

Featured snippets that appear with a video are called featured clips. They make up less
than 5% of all featured snippets but are convenient visual tools for users.

Featured clips sport a large thumbnail that you can click to start the beginning of the
suggested clip, which is what Google thinks is the best part of the video to answer your
query.
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HOW TO USE

AMAZON ECHO

"... But these steps are the same across all echo devices to get alexa to listen to you
you can choose your wake word in the amazon alexa. App in the alexa. App tap devices
then echo and alexa select your ..."

YouTube

https://www.youtube.com - Insider Tech

How To Use Amazon Echo | Tech Insider - YouTube

Featured Snippet Example: Insider Tech ranks for a featured clip with the query “how to
use an amazon echo.”

You should know that Google will almost always pull clips from YouTube rather than
videos uploaded to other platforms. This makes sense since YouTube has been Google’s
prized adopted child since the 2006 acquisition.

Just remember to add any videos you want to see as featured clips to your business’s
YouTube page. These might include product videos, tutorials, company announcements,
or anything else that benefits from video and audio.

Note that if your YouTube video ranks on Google’s video tab (directly below the search
bar), it's more likely to earn a featured clip. However, the video’s rank on YouTube is not
as important when Google determines if it should be a featured clip.

Uncommon Types of Featured Snippets

There are a couple other types of featured snippets that appear for more specific reasons.


https://boldist.co/marketing-strategy/how-to-make-a-product-video/

Double Featured Snippets: This type of featured snippet is actually two featured
snippets that appear for one query. Google uses double featured snippets to give
more information when a query has multiple meanings or the consumer intent is
ambiguous.

A query that generates double featured snippets means there is more opportunity
for your page to rank for one.

Carousel Featured Snippets: These featured snippets appear with related
keywords in bubbles above. Clicking each bubble reveals another featured snippet
and another set of search results on the SERP, which means you have multiple
chances to rank for one of these bubbles.

Google uses carousel featured snippets to aid the user’s search if the query
requires more research or if the answer changes depending on the information you
have.

Featured Snippets vs Rich Snippets (Rich Results)

Featured snippets aren’t the only kids on the SERP playground. Rich snippets might
appear like featured snippets, but they’re different.

Like we praised them for, featured snippets are found at the top of the SERP. Rich
snippets, on the other hand, can appear anywhere on the SERP and don’t require a high
ranking to obtain.

And while featured snippets can appear for any industry, many types of rich snippets only
appear for specific types of content.

Types of rich snippets include:

Product Reviews: Find one to five yellow stars beneath the normal search result
URL and meta description.

GO gle iphone reviews X y @ Q

Digital Trends

https://www.digitaltrends.com > Mobile > Reviews  }
Apple iPhone 14 Pro Max review: nearly perfect
Nov 26, 2022 — The iPhone 14 Pro Max is Apple's priciest and heaviest iPhone available today.
But it also happens to be one of the very best smartphones ...
Pros and cons: Exquisitely premium design - Beautiful 120Hz display - One of the heaviest
phones you can buy - View full list

Rating: 10/10 - Review by Joe Maring



» Recipes: Find a summary of ingredients underneath a recipe link, a photo,
and a rating.

Go g|e chicken recipes X ¥ @ Q
[*) Videos (&) Images ) Shopping [=) News @ Maps ™ Books ¥ Flights

About 1,360,000,000 results (0.75 seconds)

Recipes

60 Best Chicken Breast THE BEST Greek Chicken Garlic Butter Chicken
Recipes Marinade Averie Cooks
The Modern Proper Foodie Crush 4.4 (881)
5.0 (10) 4.6 (601) 20 min
50 min White wine, skinless chicken
Plain greek yogurt, skinless breasts, poultry seasoning, olive

chicken breasts, olive oil, garlic,

e Events: Find a variety of information, including times, dates, presenters, and
descriptions in various formats when a query relates to a large event.

Go gle oscars 2023 X & @Q S
E] News () Images [ Videos [ Books @ Maps < shopping X Flights b Finance Tools
About 1,680,000,000 results (1.00 seconds)

[ ] 95th Academy Awards ——
( Overview ) Winners Nominations Videos
March 12,2023 at 8:00PM EDT  § ~

Winners > About
) The 95th Academy Awards was a ceremony held by the

Everything Everywhere Al at Once @ Brendan Fraser ﬂ Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences on March 12,
Best Picture - Daniel Kwan, Daniel Sch Best Actor - The Whale 2023, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles, which honored

X films released in 2022. The event was televised in the U.S.
Michelle Yeoh @ Naatu Naatu by ABC and was produced by Ricky Kirshner and Glenn
Best Actress - Everything Everywhere Best Original Song - M. M. Keeravan, Weiss. Weiss was also the director. Wikipedia
All Quiet on the Western Front Guillermo del Toro's Pinocchio Date: March 12,2023 at 8:00PM EDT
Best International Feature Film - Edwa, Best Animated Feature - Guillermo del . Host: Jimmy Kimmel

§ ) Network: American Broadcasting Company

Jamie Lee Curtis Ke Huy Quan
Best Supporting Actress - Everything E. L Best Supporting Actor - Everything Eve Location: Dolby Theatre

Nominations announcement: Monday, January 23, 2023

View 15+ more
~ Directed by: Glenn Weiss

e FAQs: Find drop-down tabs underneath an individual result that contain answers
to questions associated with that result’s content. Note that these are different
from People Also Ask questions.



Go g|e hotels in orlando X S © Q

I" Hotels.com
https://www.hotels.com» ... » Hotels in Florida
Best Hotels in Orlando, FL

Where to stay in Orlando? ; Monumental Movieland Hotel Orlando - 5.4/10 (1,015
reviews) ; Universal's Cabana Bay Beach Resort - 8.4/10 Very Good! (3,779 reviews).

Where should | stay in Orlando if I'm looking for a luxury hotel? v

Can | book refundable hotels in Orlando?

e People Also Ask: These are a list of questions related to the query you enter into
Google. Like FAQs, they appear as drop-down tabs, but unlike FAQs, they appear
as areference for the entire SERP, not just an individual result.

The People Also Ask section is also called “Related Questions,” and more related
guestions will appear once you open any of the suggestions.
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. Collider
https://collider.com > TV

Best TV Shows to Binge Watch (April 2023)

6 days ago
You (2018-present) Dead Ringers (2023)  Beef (2023-present) The Night Agent (202...
A League of Their Ow... Poker Face (2023-pre... Swarm (2023-present) The Last of ...

Related questions

What's good on TV March 2023? v
What series should | binge? v
What shows do you need to watch? v

v

Is there any good series on Netflix?
Feedback



e Videos: Find a small, clickable thumbnail next to a search result’s meta description
and a drop-down tab that features “key moments” in the video most relevant to

your query.

Go g|e amazon echo tutorial

YouTube
https://www.youtube.com » watch  }

Amazon Echo Dot with Alexa - Complete Beginners Guide

amazon QLU Learn how to use the Amazon Alexa Echo Dot and the Alexa Voice Assistant
'NNERS in this Complete Beginners Guide which covers Everything you Need ..

& UUIDE YouTube - AppFind - Jan 17, 2021

10 key moments in this video v

« Organizations, people, places, and things: Find knowledge cards that provide
large, short answers and knowledge panels that provide a lengthier summary of
information, for general nouns that you search.

Knowledge Panels

Google’s database of information, which it calls the Knowledge Graph, helps it to
sometimes automatically generate information boxes when a user searches for an entity.
According to Google, an entity is a person, place, organization, or thing.

These information boxes are called knowledge panels, and they offer a quick and helpful
summary of relevant information about the entity a user searches for.



https://support.google.com/knowledgepanel/answer/9787176?hl=en
https://support.google.com/knowledgepanel/answer/9163198?hl=en

Federal Trade «
Commission

Government agency

@ ftcgov

The Federal Trade Commission is an independent
agency of the United States government whose
principal mission is the enforcement of civil antitrust
law and the promotion of consumer protection. The
FTC shares jurisdiction over federal civil antitrust
enforcement with the Department of Justice Antitrust
Division. Wikipedia

Founded: September 26, 1914

Founder: Woodrow Wilson

Headquarters: Washington, D.C.

Jurisdiction: United States

Subsidiary: FTC Bureau of Economics

Annual budget: $311 million (FY 2019)
Employees: 1,123 (FY 2021)

For example, the organization knowledge panel above shows up when you use the query
“FTC.” It highlights brief but important information about the organization and includes
several related links.

Knowledge Cards
Knowledge cards, like knowledge panels, contain information that Google deems valuable

by compiling many sources across the web. These boxes show up with a very concise
answer. They're straight to the point so you can get on with your life.
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Statue of Liberty / Height

305’

People also search for
Empire State One World @ Brooklyn

m Building Trade Center s 4 Bridge
1.25K' 1.776K' W 277

For example, the query “how tall is the statue of liberty” generates the knowledge card
above with a straightforward answer. Now you can see how much digging it would take to
reach Lady Liberty’s toes in our analogy from the intro.

Benefits of Featured Snippets

For such an unassuming Google attribute, featured snippets are powerful for your brand.

If you manage to snag a featured snippet for a keyword your content ranks for, here are
some of the benefits your ecommerce business can enjoy:

e Outrank competitors by being at “position zero.”

e Boost conversions.

e Drive more targeted traffic to your website.

e Rank for a keyword without spending extra on advertising.
e Increase your brand'’s credibility and authority.

e Increase your likelihood of gaining more featured snippets.

Overall, ranking for Google featured snippets is a free way to rise on the SERP and
increase your brand awareness.

The Downside of Featured Snippets

Even though featured snippets are a gift from the Google gods, they aren’t without a
disadvantage.

If you rank for a featured snippet, Google will effectively remove your normal search
result from the SERP.

This removal of your normal result doesn’t happen when your resource is featured as a
rich snippet in the People Also Ask section. This is likely because your rich snippet isn’t as
prominent when hidden in drop-down tabs.


https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/everything-you-need-know-google-featured-snippet-change-ron-tsantker/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/everything-you-need-know-google-featured-snippet-change-ron-tsantker/

Not having a normal search result may lead to a lower CTR for your page since users
reading the concise answer in a featured snippet can satisfy their curiosity without
clicking.

Turn the Con Into an Ex-Con

Having a featured snippet may reduce the number of clicks your page gets (or may not),
but some brands will achieve position zero, and it should be yours. It’s better to soak up
your exposure with a featured snippet at the cost of potential clicks than to have another
brand sit at the top.

Also, alowered CTR is more likely when your featured snippet gives an exact answer to a
query. For featured snippets that give a vague or more basic answer, a user will probably

click on your content to learn more.

Still, it’s better to answer your audience’s questions as directly as possible to make it
easier for them, even if your CTR could take a hit.

How to Optimize for Featured Snippets
There is no guaranteed way to snatch a featured snippet—then again, there’s no
guarantee your page will rank for a keyword on the first page either. That doesn’t stop

ecommerce businesses from improving their SEO.

So, do your best with these tips to get featured snippets, and Google might reward you.
It's well worth the effort.

Already Have a Featured Snippet?

If your content currently ranks for a featured snippet, guard it like it’s your precious. You
can secure the featured snippets you have by doing the following if you don’t already:

e Regularly update your content
e Provide the exact query and answer briefly on your page
e Match your content to the SERP’s current featured snippet format

You're also more likely to rank for another featured snippet if you already have one.
Optimize a handful of strong articles that rank for keywords to maximize your chance of
acquiring a featured snippet.

Find Your Featured Snippet Opportunities

Snippet optimization starts with researching where the opportunity is. Not all queries
generate featured snippets.


https://boldist.co/search-engine-marketing/keeping-your-website-content-fresh/

The best place to look is on Google SERPs with featured snippets. You know Google would
want a featured snippet for a specific query if it already has one, but that’s not to say a
snippet-less query can’t gain one in the future.

The next step would be to dethrone the content currently in position zero, but we’ll get to
that later.

Think Like Your Audience

Put on your consumers’ shoes and walk around in them. The goal is to compile queries
your audience uses to search for information related to your content, then find results
from those queries that contain featured snippets.

Check the People Also Ask (or Related Questions) section. This area of the SERP is a gold
mine for finding long-tail keywords that you can target. Pick the most relevant questions
in this section, look them up in the search bar, and note how the resulting featured snippet
is structured.

Use a Keyword Research Tool

You will have to get creative with how you come up with queries. The majority of queries
that lead to featured snippets are long-tail keywords without question words in them.

That means there’s an opportunity to find featured snippets using general phrases like
“ecommerce best practices.”

But because there are 8.5 billion Google Searches daily, even a small percentage of
gueries that include question words is enough to go around. So, give the time of day to
qguestion words like:

¢« Who

¢ What

° Why

« When

e Where

¢ How

e Does/do

e Can/should
e ls/are

If you need help thinking of what your audience is searching for, try using a keyword
research tool like Ahrefs or Semrush. With these online platforms, you can plug in a topic
related to your content, and they’ll pull keywords that serve as queries to check for
featured snippets.


https://www.oberlo.com/blog/google-search-statistics#:~:text=The%20latest%20data%20shows%20that,Internet%20Live%20Stats%2C%202022).

Keyword research tools will also give you data on the keywords themselves, like search
volume, traffic potential, and keyword difficulty (how hard it is to rank for that keyword).

A Note on Clicks Per Search

Some tools give you a keyword’s CPS (clicks per search). When looking for potential
keywords to target for a featured snippet, aim for the ones with a higher CPS—the ones
that people click on more frequently to learn more.

Get a Grip on Your Content

Now that you have a better idea of where those sneaky little featured snippets are, you
can start optimizing your content to snag one from the current crown holder.

As an overall goal, write in-depth content that adds value by addressing what people are
searching for. People are more likely to click on your content if it’s reliable and helps them
answer their questions. Google recognizes that and may reward you with a featured
snippet.

Pay attention to the People Also Ask questions that appear on SERPs related to your
content. Use those questions to focus your content around the long-tail keywords your
audience uses.

In addition to the content of your content, you also want to prioritize clear and relatable
writing. Simplify your sentences, use language your audience uses, and make it
entertaining when you can.

Let’'s Get Visual

Adding high-quality images and video to your content is an effective visual break from
blocks of text, but it may also help you rank for a featured snippet. Images and videos are
engaging for the reader, and Google gets that.

Alt text, which primarily describes what an image looks like for the visually impaired, is an
opportunity for Google to recognize the relevancy of your image. Adding keywords to the
alt text of your images may trigger Google to place your image next to another website’s
featured snippet.

In other words, your image could share a featured snippet with another website, which is a
low-effort way to lead more traffic to your ecommerce website. This sharing is sometimes
called a “two-for-one” featured snippet because it pulls from two sources.

Meanwhile, adding video to your content makes your page 53 times more likely to appear
on the first page of Google.



https://boldist.co/marketing-strategy/the-ultimate-guide-to-business-blogging/
https://boldist.co/usability/writing-alt-text-for-accessibility/
https://videoexplainers.com/blog/impact-of-video-on-internet-buyer/

Formatting Is Key

Formatting is like a disguise: The more your content looks like a featured snippet, the
more likely it is that Google will use it.

Overall, using appropriate heading practices (aka H1 for titles, H2 for main points, H3 for
supporting points, and so on) will keep your content organized and easy for Google to
parse. When Google recognizes that you're answering a question or addressing a topic of
interest, it's more likely to make a featured snippet out of your content.

Now let’s go through some tips to optimize your content’s formatting for each type of
featured snippet.

Formatting for Paragraph Featured Snippets

While there’s no set maximum word count to ensure that an excerpt becomes a definition
box, most featured snippets with paragraphs have an average of 40 to 60 words or about
300 characters.

Use the question you’re answering as your section header to organize your content and
make it crystal clear to Google that you're answering people’s questions like a paragraph
featured snippet.

You can even create a mini-FAQ section at the end of your article to mimic Google’s
People Also Ask box.

Formatting for Table Featured Snippets

Keep in mind that while Google is smart, it can’t tell that your content has a table unless
it’s part of your website’s HTML code. In other words, don’t upload a screenshot of a table
to your content if you want your page to be ranked for a featured snippet.

Use the <tr> tag, <td> tag, and <th> tag to create simple rows, data cells, and header cells
for your table, respectively. You can also use the <caption> tag to act as a title for your
table in the eyes of Google, although H1 and H2 headers may suffice.

Tabular featured snippets also don’t have set word counts. But if you want your data to
look snazzy, this type of featured snippet usually has 25 characters or less per table cell
and a maximum of five rows and three columns.

Formatting for List Featured Snippets
To make it easier for Google to choose your steps or ordered lists as a featured snippet,

make sure H2 or H3 text heads each step or item. It helps to add a numeral, as in “step #1”
or “1,” to each subheading.



Bullets work for the items in an unordered list.

There should also be an H1 or H2 header that addresses the query. For example, your H1
header above the list could include “how to” or “a guide to” to signal to Google that your
content includes steps.

For ordered and unordered list featured snippets, expect a word limit of about 40 to 50
within about five to eight points that are visible in the snippet. If you have more than eight
points, list the most important or relevant points in the first eight.

Formatting for Video Featured Snippets

Featured video clips show up mostly for “how to” queries. Optimize your YouTube videos
to answer these queries by including keywords in:

e Videotitles
e Videodescriptions
e Automatic or human-provided transcripts of video audio

There aren’t any length limits for a video to become a featured clip, but break up your
video into steps or sections that together answer “how to” queries. Make sure to have text
associated with each section so Google can recognize them and potentially display one as
afeatured clip.

Also, update your older video content to optimize it. There are no limits on how old a
video can be to become a featured clip.

In the same way that you make yourself presentable when you leave the house, ensure
your videos are high enough quality to accurately represent your brand.

Go Forth With Your Newfound Knowledge

Featured snippets are an innovative way to approach your search engine optimization
strategy. You can climb to the top of the search engine results page just by making some
adjustments to your wording and formatting.

To successfully snag a featured snippet, you need to understand your audience and what
they search for. You're probably already doing that.

If you can answer your customers’ most specific questions, you'll shine like a supernova on
the SERP.
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